
New Beginnings 
Hermantown church plant 

As we explained with some excitement at this year's Minnesota 
Christian Convention we have put forth a significant amount of 
time and effort to locate the best opportunities for successful 
church plants in Minnesota. Hermantown, a community at the 
edge of Duluth, calls to us as a location where the fields are 
indeed ripe for harvest and we have given that area a particularly 
large amount of attention. There are many reasons why we feel 
a church plant in Hermantown has an excellent chance for 
success, but unfortunately we have been forced to accept a 
more patient stance than we had hoped due to the lack of the 
right church planter. We are praying and searching for the key 
servant who will claim this ministry and provide a great new 
victory for the Kingdom. Please join us in prayer and with our 
search to find that individual whom the Lord has called. 

September 2011 Seedlings 

Vern Harris, chairman, 507-373-0814 
Dick Jorgensen, vice-chair, 218-732-4246 
Merrill Davis, board secretary, 507-776-2671 

Del Howe, treasurer, 763-753-4385 
Mike Moser, board member, 507-637-8683 
Jim Ray, board member, 218-233-7856 

 

OUR WEBSITE IS CURRENTLY  
UNDER CONSTRUCTION: 
www.mnchristian.org 

The updated website will provide vital 
information and links to churches, 

ministries and more! 

Board of Directors 

Church Planters 
The single most challenging aspect of the church planting 
ministry, right up there with the raising of the needed funds to 
make a new plant work, is locating qualified, called, and 
committed persons to accept the ministry of new church creation. 
Finding that right person, one whom the Lord has called and 
equipped for this specific ministry, is absolutely critical to the 
success of the entire effort. Currently, we are praying, searching, 
discussing and interviewing candidates and then we are praying 
some more. We know that God is faithful and we are sure that 
He is working right now to prepare individuals to lead His new 
churches, but it is hard sometimes to be as patient as the 
process requires. 

We thank you and praise God that you are also showing 
patience and are joining us in prayer. By all means, please share 
with the MCEA Board any leads for new church planters. 

We have been checking into many possibilities for church 
planters, some of which do not feel called at this time, some are 
presently continuing their education and training, and some who 
are considering whether this is the right time in their lives to join 
in this ministry. When God provides the right person we are 
ready to move immediately and work with them on the location 
and required preparations. 

Looking Beyond  

Our Borders 
Does God concern Himself with state 
boundaries? Probably not, after all it is one 
Kingdom and that Kingdom is HIS! 
While we know that our specific niche of 
primary focus is the state of Minnesota the 
Lord put on our hearts an urgent need with the 
upcoming church plant in Bismarck, ND. Derek 
and Amanda Olsen were in great need of a 
vehicle as they are promoting the new work 
and were making ready to move to Bismarck. 
The MCEA gladly responded and helped with 
the provision of the vehicle. We also would like 
to encourage all of our MCEA family to join us 
in prayer for the success and benefit of this 
new Restoration congregation! 
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The Need Is Only Increasing 
If you detect a note of urgency in the writings of this 
newsletter that is because we, the Board of Directors of 
the MCEA, share an absolute sense of urgency in 
planting new churches. We are seeing the results of a 
cultural shift that is for various reasons making it all the 
more difficult for some smaller, and often rural 
congregations to continue to be viable. It is heartbreaking 
to hear of our Restoration congregations closing their 
doors but at the same time this underscores the 
desperate need to plant New Testament faithful 
congregations. All our ministries in this state and region 
depend on it and there is no doubt in our minds that this 
is the will of our Father God!  
 
While resources are too precious and few to waste them 
on any effort that could be considered less than well 
planned, manned, or executed we MUST move forward 
and we are determined to do so. 
 
Please God, open the hearts and minds of capable 
church planters and encourage them to answer your call!  
 
Please God, continue to bless our faithful supporters who 
are equally anxious to hear good news of success in this 
ministry.  
 
Please God, guide us in all things as we faithfully seek 
your will and endeavor to accomplish it.  
 
Thank you Lord Jesus! 

Thanks for your patience 
For the past year the MCEA has functioned without a paid 
Director. This has allowed us to better gather funds for our 
next church plant but that has come at the cost of providing 
you with as much information as should be expected. We 
are considering some new ways to accomplish both goals 
and we are confident that you will soon be receiving more up 
to date information while we continue to set up the funds for 
establishing a new Restoration congregation in Minnesota. 
God Bless you for your faith and loyalty to the mission of 
church planting! 

Another aspect of finding these key persons who will 
be God's church planters is to “sow the seeds” in 
expectation of tomorrow's harvest. With that in mind 
the MCEA has established a new scholarship at 
Crossroads College to encourage persons with a heart 
for new church evangelism. It will be exciting to see 
the scholarship             applications for this school  
year from those              students who see themselves 
being used by                   the Lord for future church 
planting efforts! 

Crossroads College Scholarship 

MCEA 

1705 SE Marshall 

Albert Lea, MN 56007 
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